U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

Washington, DC 20528 


Homeland 
Security 

December 15, 2011 

Jason Smathers 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 934 
P.O. Box 55819 
Boston, MA 02205-5819 

Re: DHS Appeal Number A-l 2-0028 

FOIA Request Number PRIV 12-0105 

Dear Mr. Smathers: 


The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has received your appeal of the response by the 
Privacy Office (PRIV) to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request concemmg records 

C~ f W r Mr M bama ' Seni ° r ' S A " file - ° n b6half ° f the Deputy Associate g"S 
Counsel for General Law, we acknowledge your appeal and are assigning it number A-l 2-0028 
for rackmg purposes. P.ease reference this number in any future communicates bout yot 


A h,gh number of FOIA requests have been received by the Department. Accordingly we have 
adopted the court-sanct.oned practice of generally handling backlogged appeals on El 
first-out basisJ Wh.le we will make every effort to process your appeal on a timdy ba there 

Zes e SOm f Y reS , 0lV , m8 tH,S ma " er - Sh0U ' d have a "y ^ons concerning he 
process.ng of your appeal, please contact me at iames.holzerrah n hL gov g 


Sincerely, 

James Holzer 
Director 

Disclosure and FOIA Operations 


1 Appeals of expedited treatment denials will be handled on an expedited basis. 


